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Lauded for her commitment, Dezray Worrell was among the youngest missionaries. 
 

BBOOLL  GGooeess  GGll      bbaall   
FFrroomm  AAffrr iiccaa  ttoo  AAuusstt rraall iiaa,,  BBOOLLeerrss  iimmppaacctt   ll iivveess  tthhrroouugghh  eevvaannggeell iissmm  aanndd  sseerrvviiccee..    

 
 

reath of Life is actively spreading the gospel and the 
Advent Message in diverse waysτthrough its weekly 
radio broadcast (Joy of Faith) as well as community 

Bible studies at retirement homes, baptismal classes, one-on-
one personal evangelism, and through ongoing support of 
evangelism at the local and general conference levels.   
 

What you may not fully realize is that BOL has also been 
directly ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ global vineyardτŜǾŜƴ άŘƻǿƴ 
ǳƴŘŜǊΣέ ǎƻ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ  aƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ 
spent three weeks serving the people of Kenya, while Pastor 
McPhaull  spent nearly two weeks preaching and teaching at a 
Bible camp in Australia.   
 

22000099   HHEERRIITTAAGGEE  MMIISSSSIIOONNSS  
The first effort was coordinated in July by Pastor Ronald 
Pollard, youth director for the Southern California Conference 
and head of Heritage Missions.  This was the 11

th
 consecutive 

mission to Africa, where African-American youth and young 
adults from various parts of the nation spend three weeks 
assisting the locals with Bible instruction, health and lifestyle 
ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
10-person delegation were four BOLers: Elder Ron Brathwaite, 
M.D.; Jennifer Noble, Ph.D.; Jennifer Gray, J.D.; and youth 
delegate Dezray Worrell.  In addition to medical services 
provided by Ron, delegates engaged in evangelism and 
provided public health instruction, lifestyle consultation, and 

nurturing to the 
community in general 
and particularly to the 
staff and residents of 
the Bamburi Restoration 
Orphanage, which 
houses and cares for 
sexually abused and 
abandoned teen girls.  
Reflecting on highlights 
of this fruitful mission, 
Pastor Pollard cited key 
accomplishments:  
 

 

 Dr. Brathwaite helped provide medical treatment to nearly 
250 residents in local slums. 

 Dr. Noble conducted three mental health 
workshops/seminars. 

 Dr. Gray conducted three New Start (healthy living) 
workshops/seminars.   

 Hands of Praise (including Dezray) signed the gospel in song 
to nearly 3,000 students at Jomo Kenyatta University, 
Mombasa Polytechnic College, and the SDA church in the 
slums of Kibera. 

 50 Restoration Orphanage children participated in arts and 
craft activities. 

 35 girls and parents received parenting education. 
Continued  Ʒ
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Panel discussions on mental and public health and healthy lifestyles augmented direct medical services provided to the Kenyan people. | RON POLLARD 

 

KKeennyyaann  PPeeooppll ee  FFeell tt   IImmppaacctt   aanndd  CChhrr ii sstt ii aann  IInnff ll uueennccee  ooff  BBOOLLȭȭss  WWii tt nneessss  
 

 150 mothers and children received clothing and other 
services in the slums of Tchuda. 

 School supplies were distributed to the children of the 
Kibera SDA Church. 

 LƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
local children. 

 

Pastor Pollard noted that the 2009 mission was uniquely 
memorable, because so much was accomplished with a 
smaller delegation. He attributed much of the success to the 
.h[ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΦ  άWŜƴƴ bƻōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ  άWŜƴƴ DǊŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ 
determined and was deeply sensitive to the needs of others.  
Dezray was engaging and willing, and was totally committed to 
the children of Kenya with her time and talents.  And Ron B. is 
just downright compassionate and dedicated to help those in 
ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘΦέ   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Gray (l), Dezray (c, 2nd row), Jennifer Noble (c, front) and Pastor 
Ronald Pollard (r) shared the gospel and lots of love with fellow believers.  
 

From their own perspectives, the BOL missionaries took away 
unique impressions and experiences.  But they all share this 
common view: that the overall experience was life-changing, 
transforming, priceless.  They all expressed a feeling of 
gratitude for the opportunity to give back some of the 

blessings and knowledge they have received in their lifetime.  
And the appreciation of the Kenya people made it all 
worthwhile.  Following are their individual comments on 
aspects of the mission: 
 

What was your specifi c role 
for this mission?  
 

Noble:  To provide mental 
health training, consultation, 
and basic services to directors 
of orphanages.  I ended up 
doing much more than this, 
which was eye-opening and 
rewarding. 
 

Brathwaite: To provide 
health support, evangelistic support, mental health support to 
the people of Mombasa, Kenyaτspecifically at Restoration 
Orphanage and WEMA Orphanage.  I also assisted in the Week 
of Prayer at the SDA church in Mombasa.  
 

Gray: To help reach out to the people of Nairobi and 
Mombasa through our medical clinics and evening services, 
and to energize the youth there to continue being active in the 
church.  We also wanted to expose our youth delegates to 
another culture and help them realize that mission 
experiences can be fun and life changing.   
 

What kinds of activities did you participate/lead out in?  
 

Noble: I lectured on mental health and on depression 
specifically, fielded general questions and concerns during a 
Week of Prayer-type setting and during a Sabbath afternoon 
panel discussion.  I also offered consultations and conducted 
mental health screenings with people during clinic days.  I also 
held a seminar for women who were either raising orphans or 
who ran orphanages, providing education and effective tools 
to address issues related to rearing orphaned children.  
 

Brathwaite: I essentially conducted the medical camp, 
provided medical treatment and consultations, and spoke at 
the Week of Prayer. 

Continued  Ʒ
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BOL missionaries enjoyed the immediate bond they felt with the girls of the Bamburi Restoration Orphanage and members of the local churches. | JENN NOBLE 
 

Gray:  I presented public health talks to individuals and small 
groups.  In the evenings, I spoke about New Start as a model 
for maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
 
What was the most memorable moment ? 
 

NobleΥ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ 
the interactions with the various people were most 
memorable to me.  Their friendliness and respect for others, 
their similar life challenges, their strength to endure 
hardships, their thirst for learning and education, their faith 
and knowledge of the Word of God, and their ever-rejoicing 
spirit.  Worship there was powerful! 
 

Brathwaite:  Just being with the community people and the 
kids at Restoration Orphanage. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Gray:  The most memorable moment for me was our last 
Sabbath in Mombasa, seeing all of the youth who were 
passionate about Christ at churchτfrom early Sabbath 
morning through late evening.  It was such a good time to 
make connections with people who share the faith. 
 

What kind of i mpact do you think all of you made? 
  

Noble:  I would like to think that I was able to help the 
children and those who care for them.  In general, I hope I was 
able to impart hope and inspiration when they were lacking.   

Brathwaite:  I think we were able to provide the people caring 
hands, warm hearts, and much-needed medications for 
WEMA and Restoration orphanages. 
 

Gray: I think that the biggest impact we had during the trip 
was letting the youth and the many people we met know that 
we love them and care for them.  
 

Why should more BOLersɂespecially youthɂparticipate 
in Heritage Mission s? 
 

Noble:  BOLers should participate, 
because there is so much our 
members have to give that the 
Adventists in Kenya could benefit 
from.  Any and every talent can be 
used if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ willing.  Youth 
should participate in future 
missions to see other parts of the 
world and realize how much they 
have in common with people of 
other cultures.  This experience 
will also challenge how youth 

perceive God and religion and foster spiritual growth and 
connection with God. Finally, humanitarian service always 
looks good on a college application and a job resume.   
 

Brathwaite:  This would be a great opportunity for young 
people ǘƻ ǎŜŜ YŜƴȅŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
great for youth to observe professionals at work.   
 

Gray:  I would definitely encourage BOLers to participate in a 
mission trip, because it reminds us of how blessed we are here 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ   

Continued  Ʒ
 

ddeezzrr aayy  treasured her African connection . . . especially the children! 
{ƘŜΩǎ painfully shy in public, but when it comes to rolling up her sleeves and getting things done, Dezray 
Worrell is deliberate and always on task.  Though among the youngest άHeritage Missionaries,έ Dezray 
made an impactful connection with the Kenyan children she nurtured όά¢ƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎƘŜ 
mused)Φ  !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜ άǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘed every fluid 
movement as she creatively interpreted the lyrics to inspirational music. Dezray says her Heritage Missions 
experience taught her to appreciate her blessings and to find ways to help others in need.  She thanks her 
BOL family for helping to make her African journey possible and for their prayers during her mission.  
 

Past BOL Youth Missionaries: Warren Todd & Raven Johnson όΩлтύ ~ Keeona Sorrels & Devon Jordan όΩлпύ Ϥ Kellie Hart όΩлоύ Ϥ Joy Harris όΩффύ 


