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22 000099  WWoommeennõõss  MMiinniissttrriieess  EEmmpphhaassiiss  DDaayy  
FFooccuuss  iiss  oonn  tthhee  vvii ttaall   rroollee  ooff  tthhiiss  BBOOLL  mmiinniisstt rryy  iinn  tthhee  ll ii ffee  ooff  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh..  
 

oday is a noteworthy Sabbath of global significance.  Around the world, thousands of 
Adventist women are gathering to commemorate the annual LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Day of Prayer.  This special day provides an opportunity for women to learn about and 

pray for each other.  While the forms of celebration vary from culture to culture, the universal 
agenda is to devote quality time to reunite with God and one another and to strengthen 
spiritual bonds.  
 

.h[Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ today takes all of this to the next level by celebrating ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Ministries Emphasis Day.  This celebration blends the principles of prayer and ministry, and it 
incorporates the national observance of ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ Month (March).  Moreover, it 
provides an opportunity for women to lead out in worship and to educate BOL members 
regarding the purpose of this unique ministry.   
 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ goal is to make this a life-changing day for all women, men and youth at BOL.  This will 
be done through anointed prayer, inspiring music, and a convicting charge through the 
Spoken Word.  .h[Ωǎ ²a ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ various inreach and 
outreach activities as well as their specialized programs that nurture and empower the saints 
and respond to community needs.   
 

The pictorials and features throughout this special issue of BOL Connections provide an 
ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ²aΩǎ mission and underscore the tremendous value that this vital 
ministry brings to the life of the church. w 
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TTrriibbuuttee  ttoo  AAddvveennttiisstt  WWoommeenn  ooff  DDiissttiinnccttiioonn  
GGoodd  aannooiinntteedd  aa  wwii ll ll iinngg  pphhyyssiicciiaann,,  aann  eedduuccaattoorr ,,  aanndd  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  ttoo  sseerrvvee  ffoorr   HHiiss  gglloorryy..  

 

In observance of WHM, we share the life profiles of three remarkable Adventistǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ άŦƛǊǎǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎǎ and 
transformed many lives through their special gifts.  Amazingly each of these nonagenarians has a unique BOL connection. 

 

DDrr ..  RRuutthh  TTeemmppllee::  FFiirrsstt   bbllaacckk  
ffeemmaallee  LLoommaa  LLiinnddaa  ggrraadduuaattee  
 

Dr. Ruth Janetta Temple goes down in the 
annuls of history as a pioneering SDA 
physician who rose to public prominence in 

the Los Angeles community. She was born in 
bŀǘŎƘŜȊΣ aƛǎǎΦΣ ƛƴ муфнΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ 
Temple family moved to LA in 1904. Here, her mother 
worked as a nurse while Ruth cared for her five siblings.   
 

wǳǘƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
seriously injured in a gunpowder explosion. A prominent 
black activist was so impressed with her potential that he 
arranged for her to receive a full scholarship to the College 
of Medical Evangelists (now Loma Linda University).   
 

In 1918, Ruth Temple became the first black female to 
graduate from LLU.  In that same year, she opened the first 
health clinic in the medically underserved community of 
southeast Los Angeles.  Unable to secure financial support 
to sustain the clinic, Temple and her husband (real estate 
developer Otis Banks) bought a house in East Los Angeles, 
which they converted into the Temple Health Institute. She 
provided free medical services and created the Health 
Study Club program, which provided health education to 
parents, teachers, and school children.  ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΩǎ 
model was duplicated in communities across the nation.  
 

5ǊΦ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎ 
Angeles Health Department (1923-28) inspired her to 
specialize in obstetrics and gynecology.  She served on the 
teaching staff at White Memorial Hospital.  She held many 
prominent positions with the Los Angeles Public Health 
Department from 1942 to 1962 and received numerous 
awards and honors.  In 1983, the East Los Angeles Health 
Center was renamed the Dr. Ruth Temple Health Center.   
 

A devout Adventist, Dr. Temple was very active in church 
affairs and presented a profound witness to 
the Los Angeles community.  She delivered 
many Adventist babies, including Elder & Mrs. 
Eric Ward (parents of our own Beverly Gregg). 
In 1984, Dr. Temple died in LA at age 91. w 

DDrr ..  EEvvaa  BB..  DDyykkeess::  NNaatt iioonnȭȭss  
ffii rrsstt   bbllaacckk  ffeemmaallee  PPhh..DD..  aanndd  
OOaakkwwoooodd  AAeeooll iiaannss  FFoouunnddeerr 
 

Mention the name, Eva B. Dykes, in the 
company of some BOL Oakwoodites 
(like Jerry Warren) and you may see 

them shutter, remembering her as their exacting and 
disciplined English professor.  She was indeed the 
quintessential educator, who brought great prestige to the 
faculty of Oakwood College (now University), a historically 
black Adventist educational institution in Huntsville, Ala.  
 

Born in Washington, D.C., on Aug. 12, 1893, Eva grew up to 
become a woman of national distinction: ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
African-American woman to earn a doctorate.  She earned 
the Ph.D. in 1921 at the prestigious Radcliff College, 
specializing in English, Latin, German, and Greek studies.  
 

After a rewarding teaching tenure at Howard University, Dr. 
Dykes answered the call to join the faculty at Oakwood, 
where she chaired the English Department and the 
Humanities Division for many years. Her groundbreaking 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ hŀƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ   
 

For over 50 years, Dr. Dykes left an indelible imprint on the 
lives of her students as a mentor and devoted educator.  
Among her crowning accomplishments was the formation 
of the Oakwood College Aeolians, which continues to rank 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƭƛǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ ŎƘƻǊŀƭŜǎΦ   
 

A published author, Dr. Dykes received numerous 
accolades, including the Certificate of Merit from the 

Education Department of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, presented at 

the GC Session in Vienna in 1975.   
 

In further recognition of her life 
achievements, the new Oakwood 
Library was named in her honor.   

 

Dr. Dykes died in 1986 at the age of 
93. w 

 
 wŜŀŘ !ƴƴŀ YƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ profile on p. 4 ˅  

 



 

 
EEmmppoowweerriinngg  ððNNuurrttuurriinngg  ðð  LLoovviinngg  ðð  SShhaarriinngg  --SSeerrvviinngg!!  

TThheessee  aatt tt rr iibbuutteess  bbeesstt   eexxpprreessss  tthhee  mmuulltt iiddiimmeennssiioonnaall  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  BBOOLL  WWoommeennȭȭss  MMiinniisstt rr iieess..  
 

ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ .h[ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƻƭŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
family.  Ask WM Leader Louraine MeyersΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΥ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
their needs.  WM can do this by offering various ministering activities designed to develop our God-given 

potential as persons of value in our homes, our church, and our community.  We want to help the women of BOL get to 
know Christ more intimately, to seǊǾŜ IƛƳ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦέ 
 

WM group is one of the most vibrant and active ministries at BOL.  It strives to strike a balance between inreach/nurturing 
and outreach/service.  Core programs, services and activities offered to women of all ages include the following:  
 
WM Emphasis Day  
This is an opportunity for the BOL women to lead out in the 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ²aΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
purpose in the life of our church and community. 

 
Father's Day Event  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ²aΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳΣ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ άǇŀƳǇŜǊέ ǘƘŜ 
men of the church and emphasize 
their value.  
 

 

Women's Open Forum  
This annual forum enables women to share their gifts and 
talents by networking.  Targeted discussions are convened by a 
facilitator and in small-group breakout sessions with hands-on 
projects or classes. 
 

WM Retreat  
This is being conducted every 
two years (the next one in 
2010).  It gives women the 
opportunity to get away and 
deepen their relationship with 
God in the solitude of nature.  

 

Bible Study Teas 
These help build bonds 
with women who might 
never have otherwise 
connected.  They explore 
the fundamental aspects 
of their walk with God 
and share them with new 
friends who also want to 
grow through the structured study of the Word. 
 

 

Annual WM Prayer Brunch  
This is an opportunity for the 
women to strengthen their 
spiritual bonds as they pray for 
and with each other. 

A Gift of Love ɀ NEW! 
This is our special outreach to a 
transitional shelter for homeless single 
women to aid them in job search, 
placement and retention.  WM has 
donated clothing and ministered to 
the women directly.   

 

Heart Call  
This ministry reaches out to women who are άtaking a break 
from churchΣέ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ attend church regularly, or who 
just need encouragement.  WM visits them, calls them, and 
sends greeting cards.  
 

Joy Unbounding Christian Book Club 
This group shares a love for reading and 
sharing.  The meetings also provide an 
enjoyable Christian social outlet.   
 

 
 

Secret Sisters 
This activity brings love, comfort and cheer into a special BOL 
ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀn anonymous note of inspiration, a 
thoughtful gift or an encouraging book.  No one knows who 
her άǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊέ ƛǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΗ 
 

Guess Who's Coming to Dinner? ɀ NEW! 
This unique dining experience is intended to foster friendships 
among BOL members through Sabbath lunch and fellowship. 

__________________________________________ 
 

22000099--1100  WWOOMMEENNȭȭSS  MMIINNIISSTTRRIIEESS  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  
 

Louraine Meyers, Leader 
Sheila Frazier, Associate Leader 

 

Lisa Barron   Dee Pendergrass 
Adria Chea   Gayle Robinson 
Alina Colon   Cheryl Rudley 
Shermin Gordon   Pat Summerfield 
Cinda Johnson   Monique Toolsie 
Patricia Pope-Jordan  Shelana Wilson 
Jackie Pascal 

 

WW  



 

 

SPEAKER bbiioo 

LLiinnddaa  MM aacckkeeyy  
hǳǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ 5ŀȅ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ .h[Φ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ Linda Mackey, the mother of 
our very own Stevie and Kim Mackey.  Linda is a career Bible instructor and teacher, having 
worked with some of the largest Adventist congregations in Southern California.  She had a rich 
experience teaching at Oakwood Academy in Hunstville, Ala., where she also enjoyed 
entertaining many students from her alma mater, Oakwood University.  Linda studied religion 
and home economics at Oakwood and considers her academic journey there to be one of the 
άƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  
 

Currently, Linda teaches religion and computer applications at Mountain View Academy in 
Northern California, where her husband of 29 years, Steve, is pastor of the Rainbow SDA Church 

(San Francisco).  For the past five years, Linda has been an active member of Prayer-line International Ministries, holds many 
church offices, and conducts Bible Quiz-a-Ramas annually for the Central, Southern and Southeastern California conferences.   
 

The second of five children of the late Pastor & Mrs. Earl Canson, Linda is a phenomenal singer and is deeply passionate about 
her love for family, work, church, friends, and above all, her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We welcome her to our pulpit today 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ w 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

WWoommeenn�ï�ïss  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh  TTrr iibbuuttee (continued from p. 2) 

 

Anna Knight : FFiirrsstt   bbllaacckk  
ffeemmaallee  AAddvveenntt iisstt   mmiissssiioonnaarryy 
 

Anna Knight ranks in the history of 
Adventism as a renowned educator, 
missionary, and conference officer.  
She was born in Jasper County, Miss., 

on March 4, 1874, the daughter of freed slaves. Young 
Anna possessed a deep interest in learning and reading, 
despite the limited educational opportunities available to 
blacks during that dark era.   
 

Anna was living at a time when the Adventist work was still 
in its infancy.  There were no established SDA churches in 
Mississippi at the time.  The Morning Star steamboat, 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 9ƭƭŜƴ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ 9ŘǎƻƴΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
center of ministry to freed slaves and sharecroppers. Anna 
read the early literature of the Advent Movement and 
άŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ 
church in Chattanooga.  Spurned by her relatives over the 
Sabbath, Anna was taken in and mentored by the church 
pastƻǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ aǘΦ ±ŜǊƴƻƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ  
 

Ms. Knight fulfilled her dream in 1898 when she graduated 
from Battle Creek College, trained as a missionary nurse 
and teacher.   She returned to Mississippi and operated a 
self-supported school in a log cŀōƛƴ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ ŦŀǊƳΦ  
Within a few months, she moved the school into a new 
building and taught her 24 students across eight grade 
levels.  She conducted Sabbath School and worship services 
in the facility, inviting the students and their parents. In 

1901, Ms. Knight was invited to share her inspiring 
experiences at the General Conference session in Battle 
Creek, Mich.     
 

Soon thereafter, Ms. Knight accepted a call to serve as a 
missionary nurse and 
teacher in India.  This 
distinguished her as the 
first black woman of any 
denomination to serve as a 
foreign missionary. For the 
next five years, she treated 

the sick, taught Bible and English classes, and sold 
literature.  While there, she learned that moonshiners had 
burned down her school.  She returned to Mississippi and 
rebuilt her beloved school over the next two years.   
 

Later in life, Anna Knight moved to the Atlanta area, where 
she lectured on health reform and founded the YWCA.  In 
1922, she founded the National Colored Teachers Assn. and 
served as its president for 27 years.  The NCTA help train 
over 100 students to become teachers.  Still a devout 
Adventist, Ms. Knight served the Southeastern Conference 
as secretary of the Education, Sabbath School and 
Missionary departments.  She went on to serve other 
regional conferences in management capacities.  The latter 
part of her life was spent at Oakwood College.   
 

Anna Knight died in 1972 at the age of 98.  Her eventful life 
story is recorded in her autobiography, άMississippi GirlΣέ 
and it is widely shared by her proud 
descendant, Benita Knight, a BOL member. w 


